
Year 1 Newsletter  
  1st half summer term 2019 

Dear Parents, 
Welcome back after the holiday! 

Our half termly topic this term is: GREEN SPACES 

As part of our topic we will be learning about: gardens and green spaces, and the plants and trees that grow 
there. We will explore familiar parks and gardens in our school and local area, describe the key features, 
make label field sketches and share the things we like to do there. We will find out about the structure of 
different plants and trees, including fruits, seeds, vegetables etc and making labeled drawings and diagrams.  
Then we will make a healthy salad using leaves, roots, stems and seeds. We will find out about Augustus 
Monet and his garden at Giverney, looking carefully at the paintings he made there. We will have a go at 
making our own garden paintings in the Impressionists style of Monet blocks. 

In Literacy we will be learning about: our key text will be ‘Where the Wild Things Are’ by Maurice Sendak.  
We will be exploring the text in a variety of ways, internalising the interesting language and ideas, and then 
writing our own version of the story.  We will continue to develop our writing skills, remembering full stops 
and capital letters, and learning new punctuation such as question marks and exclamation marks. We will be 
saying sentences aloud and replicating them in writing, increasing their length and making them more 
interesting by joining our ideas with connectives such as ‘so, until, who, but, and, because’. 

In Maths we will be learning about: solving problems, making connections and increasing their number 
fluency. We will also be solving one-step problems involving multiplication and division, by calculating the 
answer using concrete objects, pictorial representations and arrays. We will make connections between 
arrays, number patterns, and counting in twos, fives and tens.  We will also be describing position, direction 
and movement, using language such as: whole, half, quarter and three-quarter turns. 

Other activities, trips and events this half term include:  

 We will take a trip to Christchurch Spitalfields, to learn all about the Christian faith. 

 Parents Evenings will take place on 30th April, 1st May and 7th May 

 It is our class assembly on Friday 17th May @ 9.10 – we look forward to sharing our learning with you! 

What you can do to help: the children are encouraged to read every evening for about twenty minutes. 
Please try to hear your child read when you can. Ask them questions about the book to help improve their 
understanding. Remember, the best readers also make the best writers! 

Homework and high frequency words spellings will be sent home weekly. Please help and encourage your 
child to practice and learn their high frequency words, as well as complete their weekly homework. 

Things to remember: 

 PE kits need to be brought in every Monday and taken home every Friday to be washed.  

 Homework is given out every Friday and is due back to school the following Monday.   

 Remember! – school starts at 8:55.  All children should be lined up and ready each morning.  

 Every child should have a bottle of water in school. 

 It is also essential that children remember their glasses if they wear them. 

Other information:  
If you have any other questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact me and I will be more than 
happy to help. 

Best wishes from the class team: Lydia - class teacher, Eki – HLTA and Pauline - HLTA 

 


